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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE DAMASCUS 04965 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BENC, BBAK, SY 

SUBJECT: IRON ORE FEASIBILITY STUDY - MERHEJ BROTHERS 

REF: USDOC 15444 

1 . RE CURRENT AGENT OF U.S. STEEL ENGINEERS AND 
CONSULTANTS (UEC), FACT THAT SARG OFFICIAL DID NOT 
REMEMBER UEC DOES NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT ON UEC AGENT S 
ABILITY OR INITIATIVE. IN GENERAL, SARG OFFICIALS VARY 
GREATLY IN THEIR COMPETITIV COMPETENCE, PARTICULARLY 

IN THEIR ABILITY TO RETAIN DETAILS. EMBASSY REQUESTS 

NAME OF UEC CURRENT AGENT SO THAT WE MAY COMMENT FURTHER. 

2. RE MERHEJ BROTHERS, THEY ARE WELL-KNOWN AS BEING ONE 
OF THE MOST SUCCESSFUL BUSINESSMEN IN SYRIA. ONE BROTHER 
(SAMIR) WAS ARRESTED LAST FALL IN A LARGE-SCALE ROUND-UP 
OF PROMINENT BUSINESSMEN, BUT NOT RPT NOT INDICTED. 

SAMIR WAS RELEASED SOON AFTERWARDS AND NO CHARGES HAVE 
BEEN BROUGHT AGAINST HIM. IN EMBASSY OPINION, FIRM 
WOULD BE SUITABLE AGENT FOR UEC. SEELYE 
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